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Centering Equity in Cannabis 
Policy & Administration: 
Lessons Learned While Establishing The City of LA’s Legal Cannabis Market



What is Equity?

Equality means giving everyone the 

same thing, regardless of outcomes. An 

equality approach works when everyone 

starts from the same place. 

Equity is fairness. It's ensuring that all 

people have access to opportunity and 

services that meet their needs and take 

their conditions into consideration. If 

opportunities in all key areas of well-

being are equitable, then equitable 

results will follow and one’s identity will 

not predict life outcomes.



Step 1: Recognize and 

acknowledge that 

disparities exist. 







For noncitizens, including legal permanent residents, any drug law violation can 

trigger automatic detention and deportation – often without the possibility of return.

People deported for drug law violations are sent back to their countries of origin, 

where they may no longer have any ties to family or community. They may lack 

basic survival needs like food, housing and health services, and may face serious 

threats to their security. They are usually barred from reentering the United States, 

often for life. The result is thousands of families broken and communities torn apart 

every year.



Step 2: Recognize and 

acknowledge that YOU

have a role to play in 

eliminating and 

preventing disparities. 



EQUITABLE ACCESS to LICENSED 

CANNABIS BUSINESSES 



HEALTH EQUITY



LICENSING EQUITY



LICENSING EQUITY



LICENSING EQUITY





EQUITABLE 

ENFORCEMENT 

● Expungement and Resentencing 

● Public Education and Information 

● Revisiting Our Enforcement Strategy 

○ City of LA’s Mayor’s Office of Public 

Safety Cannabis Enforcement Task Force 



EQUITABLE 

Investment of 

Cannabis Tax 

Revenue 




